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EU FLEGT Action Plan
• Supply and demand side measures to curb 

illegal logging and associated trade
• EU’s wider objective of FLEGT is to encourage 

sustainable forest management, and to reduce 
degradation and deforestation considering their 
climate change impacts



VPAs – EU’s direct 
engagement with 
Timber Exporting 
Countries

• Support timber exporting 
countries to reform their forest 
sector in order to globally 
minimize the trade in illegally 
produced timber 

• Voluntary, but legally binding 
trade agreement between the EU 
and a partner country building on 
participative processes

• Promote good governance and 
trade in legal timber



Rationale for entering VPA

• Cameroon:
– maintain access to the EU market
– align the existing IT-based system to VPA 

requirements

• Republic of the Congo:
– strengthen existing controls
– increase revenue collection



VPA Timeline



Cameroon



Phase of VPA process: Importance of EU market:

Key features of the country’s forests: Top three export destinations:

Forest cover: Top three import sources:

Value of timber trade to EU:

• 18.82 million hectares
• 0.7%/yr average loss 

2013-2017
(GFW)

Implementation 19% of timber products 
exported by volume (2015)

China, Vietnam, Belgium

Round logs
Sawnwood

39.8% of land

41% of timber products 
exported by value (2015)

Overview
EU Voluntary Partnership Agreement



Progress



Upcoming Joint Priorities 
(QRI)

✔ Validation of the Forest law and 
Implementing decrees

✔ Establishment of a VPA monitoring 
structure

✔ Stakeholders capacity building

✔ Improve transparency



Republic of the Congo



Phase of VPA process: Importance of EU market:

Key features of the country’s forests: Top three export destinations:

Forest cover: Top three import sources:

Value of timber trade to EU:

• 22.4 million hectares (natural forest)
• 0.3%/yr average loss 2013-2017

(GFW)

Implementation 19% of timber products 
exported by volume (2018, SCPFE)

China, India, Belgium (2015) 

Round logs
Sawn timber

65.4% of land

23% of timber products 
exported by value (2015, WCMC)

Overview
EU Voluntary Partnership Agreement



Progress

http://www.apvflegtcongo.com/


Upcoming Joint Priorities

✔ National roll-out of the SIVL

✔ Improved legal framework

✔ Steerage of the VPA process 

✔ Improved effectiveness of law 
enforcement

✔ Development of VPA impact monitoring

✔ Inter-ministerial committee coordination 
with new support actions   



Thank you
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